
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In reference to WKA Yung
(Neuro-Oncology 2012; 14:1115)

Dear Editor:
As I am very interested in bibliometrics and editorial

management, I carefully read your recently published ed-
itorial1 and I thought I could complement the informa-
tion you provided, which might be of interest to your
readers.

From 2007 to 2011, a total of 6055 documents were
published by Neuro-Oncology according to the Web of
Science. Excluding meeting abstracts (5539) and correc-
tions (5), 83.7% of these documents had been cited at
least once in their lifetime, which is very outstanding
for any journal. In fact, 3 articles2–4 have been cited
more than 100 times each, by articles published in jour-
nals such as Lancet Oncology (impact factor [IF]:
22.589), the Journal of the National Cancer Institute
(IF: 13.753), Nature Clinical Practice Oncology (IF:
8.000), Cancer Research (IF: 7.856), Clinical Cancer
Research (IF: 7.742), and Annals of Oncology (IF:
6.425). The fact that researchers publishing in the top
20 oncology journals use information extracted from
Neuro-Oncology undoubtedly endorses the quality of
the research being printed here.

Another important aspect to consider is the interna-
tionality of the journal. In the 5-year period, the
country that contributed the most was the United
States, with 46.4% of the published documents, fol-
lowed by Germany (7.5%), Canada (6.5%), Japan
(3.6%), and England (2.4%). This information is rele-
vant for researchers who are interested in communicat-
ing their research to a wide-ranging audience.

Finally, an indicator of quality is reflected by the use
of self-cites. Various articles have covered the topic of

“impact factor manipulation” through the use of self-
cites to the same journal.5,6 Well, Neuro-Oncology
should be very proud that only 4% of the 1156 cites
used to estimate its 2011 IF corresponded to
self-citations.

The only thing left to say is congratulations to the ed-
itorial team for a job well done. I have no doubt that the
sustained growth observed in the past 3 years will allow
this journal to reach new heights.

Erwin Krauskopf
Facultad de Ciencias Biologicas, Universidad Andres
Bello, Republica 239 Segundo Piso, Santiago, Chile;
Fundacion Ciencia & Vida, Zanartu 1482, Santiago,
Chile
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